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SUPERSTITIONS

There were tightening of lips and wagging of heads as the
lights went out.

"I suppose we will have to act this to-morrow night,"
said Mansfield, out of his muffler, to Mr. Stevens as he
crossed the dark stage to his carriage, "but Tuesday we
must rehearse the repertoire. This will be my worst
failure." Encouragement was offered, but his frame of
mind was not significant of the probability of successs.
Overconfidence was not one of his weaknesses. He was a
pessimist about his undertakings, but he did not back his
pessimism to the extent of backing down. Had the re-
hearsal gone well, he would have still said fearfully: "Yes,
but wait till to-morrow night." Moreover, there is a
superstition in the theatre that dress rehearsals and first
nights go by contraries, and Mansfield was superstitious.
So after a long Monday spent in the theatre correcting
light effects and the movements of the crowds, his return
to his dressing-room at six o'clock found the spirit of
doubt invigorating every nerve.1

'The cast of this first performance of "Peer
afterward altered in any material instance: .
Peer Gynt
Ase, his mother
Aslak, the blacksmith
Mads Moen, the bridegroom
His father
His mother
Solveig

Hclga, her sister
Their father
Their mother
The Hcgstad farmer
Ingrid, the bride
First peasant lad
Second peasant lad
Third peasant lad
Fourth peasant lad
The Master Cook
First peasant girl
Second peasant girl
Third peasant girl
Fourth peasant girl

Gynt" follows, and it was not

Mr. Richard Mansfield.
Miss Emma Dunn.
, Mr. Damon Lyon.
Mr. Cecil Magnus.
Mr. Edwin Caldwell.
Miss Sydney Cowell.
Miss Adelaide Nowak.
Miss Ory Diamond.
Mr. James L. Carhart.
Miss Myra Brooke.
Mr. Walter Howe.
Miss Adelaide Alexander.
Mr. Gordon Mendelssohn.
Mr. Lawrence C. Toole.
Mr. Louis Thomas.
Mr. Allan Fawcett.
Mr. Frank Reynolds.
Miss Evelyn Loomis.
Miss Marguerite Lindsay.
Miss Isabel Howell.
Miss Ruby Craven.g will often be misunderstood, stage lies in the creation of a
